
What curriculum do we follow? 
For all children under five years old, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum; a 
British set of requirements that guide the learning and teaching process in Toddlers, Nursery and 
Reception.  Our learning environment allows children to engage in both play-based and structured 
activities striking a fine balance between both teacher-lead and student-initiated play.  

We believe that play underpins all learning for young children; it is through play that they develop 
intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. 

Within the Foundation Stage Framework, there are 3 prime areas and 4 specific areas of learning. The 
prime areas support learning in all other areas and are fundamental throughout a child’s time in Early 
Years. The specific areas of learning include essential skills and knowledge and provide important contexts 
for learning. Our classroom set-up and timetabled adult-input sessions allow for children to be continually 
developing in each of these areas through their time in Early Years. 

Areas of Learning and Development 

Prime Areas 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development Communication and Language 

• Making relationships 
• Self-confidence and Self-

awareness 
• Managing Feelings and 

Behaviour 

• Moving and Handling 
• Health and Self-care 

• Listening and Attention 
• Understanding 
• Speaking 

Specific Areas 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts & Design 

• Reading 
• Writing 

• Number 
• Shape, Space and 

Measure 

• People and 
Communities 

• The World 
• Technology 

• Exploring and 
Using Media and 
Materials 

• Being Imaginative 
 

Are we a Montessori school? 

We do not follow the Montessori curriculum; however we do draw on Maria Montessori’s litany in regards 
to our approach to children and their learning. We aim to provide a safe, loving environment where 
children are free to thrive as individuals. We believe that we should be guiding children, not driving them. 
We strive to ensure love and understanding leads us in our every day decisions. 



Which Topics have we chosen? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

What does our day look like? 
In order to offer our children a broad and rich curriculum, our timetable encompasses a variety of 
different opportunities and methods of learning. The Toddler and Nursery timetables slightly differ, with 
Reception receiving a slightly more structured curriculum.  

For the majority of the school-day, Early Years children take part in ‘Learn and Explore’. These sessions 
allow learning to be child-initiated and children have a choice of what activities they would like to carry 
out. Within our classroom we have several different areas of continuous provision, including sand and 
water play, a mud kitchen, indoor role-play, small world area, construction area, creative area, mallable 
area, mark-making area and reading area. Adults use this time to support, challenge and extend children’s 
learning using questioning.  The different areas in our classroom will be adapted each half-term to 
coincide with our topic. 

On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, Nursery attend two group sessions a day in the group-work 
room carrying out adult-led work centered on phonics, math and the current topic. On Wednesdays they 
attend one group session, with an extra opportunity to also engage in 1:1 time with the teacher if it is 
identified they would benefit from some extra support. 

During these times, the Toddler class are given an increased amount of time to ‘Learn and Explore’.  They 
also have the opportunity go outside as a class with their teacher and teaching assistant for outdoor 
games, songs and art activities.  

Throughout the week, the two classes also combine to take part in Story time, Carpet time, Circle Time, 
P.E, Music.  

	 Term	1A	 Term	1B	 Term	2A	 Term	2B	 Term	3A	 Term	3B	

1st	Year	 The	Zoo	 Transport	
Castles,	

Knights	and	
Dragons	

Shopping	 Pets	 Superheroes	

2nd	Year	 All	about	
me	

Family	&	
Friends	

Food	&	
Drink	

Insects	&	
Flowers	 Dinosaurs	 Under	the	

Sea	

3rd	Year	 Toys	 Pirates	 People	who	
Help	us	 Safari	 Outer	

Space	 Fairy	Tales	



How do we assess children? 
The progress of each student is monitored through observations, work samples and photographs. These 
are collected together in each child’s learning journal and we use the Early Years Outcomes to keep track 
of the progress they are making. 

Early Years Outcomes 

The Early Years Outcomes enable us to make best-fit judgements about a child’s typical development 
for their age while recognising that development is also individual to the child. They are a set of 
statements for each of the 7 areas of learning and development. The age bands overlap because they are 
not fixed age boundaries but a suggestion of a typical range of development. We understand that all 
children learn at different rates. A child’s learning and development throughout Early Years is working 
towards achieving the Early Learning Goals.   
Early Learning Goals of Reception 

There are 17 Early Learning Goals in Reception. The areas of learning are exactly the same as those in 
Toddlers and Nursery so should be viewed as the final stage in your child’s early learning journey. There 
will be a short progress review handed to you at the end of each term. When your child finishes 
Reception, you will be informed as to whether or not your child has met the Early Learning Goal (ELG) in 
each aspect. If their learning and development does not yet meet what is expected at the end of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) then their learning and development is said to be at the emerging 
level for that ELG. If their learning and development goes beyond the expected category then they are 
exceeding. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Children up to the age of five should all be displaying the Characteristics of Effective Learning every 
day. When teachers complete observations of children’s learning, they will also be looking out for these 
characteristics. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and Exploring 
(Engagement) 

Active Learning 
(Motivation) 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

• Finding out and exploring 
• Playing with what they know 
• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

• Being involved and 
concentrating 

• Keeping trying 
• Enjoying achieving what they 

set out to do 

• Having their own ideas 
• Making links 
• Choosing ways to do things 



What can you expect from your child at the 
end of the school year? 

Children develop more rapidly during the first five years of their lives than at any other time. The Early 
Years Outcomes help you as a parent know what to expect during these vitally important years and they 
highlight what you might notice your child doing at these points.  

We understand that all children learn at different rates so there is no set expectation of achievement; 
however below we detail some of the things we would like to see from your child at the end of the school 
year. 

Toddlers 

                                                 Literacy 

• To speak in 3-4 word sentences 
• To join in singing familiar songs and rhymes 
• To understand and follow increasingly longer sets of instructions 
• To begin to ask ‘what’, ‘where’ and ‘who’ questions 
• To draw lines that go across, up and down, round and round and pictures to show numbers and amounts. 

Mathematics 
• To recite numbers 1-5 
• To show which group has ‘more’ 
• To begin to recognise colours and group objects according to their colour 
• To sort a collection of objects according to shape or size 
• To use words such as ‘big’ and ‘little’ to describe objects 

Personal & Social Skills 

• To communicate need to use the toilet and begin to show signs of going independently. 
• To remember where objects belong and put things back with encouragement 
• To run without tripping or bumping into things 
• To take off and put on shoes and unzip jackets independently 
• To hold a spoon or fork to pick up food and put in mouth to eat 

 

 
	



Nursery 

                                                 Literacy 
• To speak in 5-8 word sentences 
• To be able to hold pencil with correct tripod grip 
• To draw lines and circles 
• To be able to recognise and write own name 
• To begin to copy some other letters 
• To say what the marks represent after drawing/painting 
• To be able to match two rhyming words together 
• To hear and recognise the initial sound in a CVC word (such as ‘c’ in cat) 
• To begin to retell favourite stories and name characters 
• To select familiar objects by name 
• To retell a simple past event in the correct order 

Mathematics 

• To recognise numerals 1-10 
• To recite numbers in order to 10 
• To know numbers represent how many objects are in a set 
• To know the names of 2D shapes 
• To sometimes match numeral and quantity correctly 
• To use positional language e.g. ‘under’ and ‘behind’ 
• To begin to talk about the shape of everyday objects e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’ 

Personal & Social Skills 

• To go to the toilet independently 
• To wash and dry hands independently 
• To begin to share with peers 
• To put on and take off own jacket, shoes and socks 
• To select and use activities and resources independently 
• To be able to express their feelings 
• To be aware of others feelings and understand some of their actions may hurt others 
• To play with other children and begin to form friendships 

 

 

 

 



Reception 

                                                 Literacy 

• Speak comfortably in front of a class of their peers 
• Write their first name with appropriate letter case, formation and pencil grip 
• Spell their own surname correctly 
• Write a minimum of 1 correctly demarcated sentence (including finger spaces, capital letter and a full stop) 
• Write on a line 
• Read yellow book bank reading books 
• Describe the main events in simple stories they have read 
• Orally answer simple questions about part of a book and characters 
• Know how and why capital letters and full stops are used in writing and reading 
• Be familiar and comfortable with phonics and tricky words up to Phase 4 

Mathematics 
• Count reliably at least 20 objects, read, write and sequence numbers 0 - 20 
• Begin to use language “halves, double, share” 
• Add or subtract two single digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer 
• Use practical methods such as number tracks to support solving number problems 
• Solve practical problems that involve combining groups of 2, 5 or 10 or sharing into equal groups 
• Say what is 1 more or 1 less with numbers up to 20 
• Recognise and name 2D and 3D shapes, count corners and sides of 2D shapes 
• Order a selection of objects by weight, capacity, length or height 

Personal & Social Skills 

• Children are confident to try new activities and say why they like some activities more than others 
• Confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas and will choose resources they need for chosen 

activities. 
• Can say when they do or don’t need help.  
• Children can talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their and other’ behavior and it’s 

consequences and know some behavior is unacceptable.  
• They can work as part of a group or class and understand and follow rules.  
• They adjust their behavior to different situations and take changes of routine in stride.  
• Children can play co-operatively, taking turns with others.  
• They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organize their activity.  
• They show sensitivity to other’ needs and feelings and form positive relationships with adults and other children 

 

 

 



What updates can you expect from school on 
your child’s progress? 

Toddlers 

Daily Dairy – these are small booklets, which our teachers use to communicate basics to you on a daily 
basis; they include information about sleeping, toileting and eating habits.   

Please keep in mind we do not conduct any formal assessments in this year group. Parents will receive a 
verbal update at each parent meeting and a written Year End Report at the end of the year.  

Nursery  

Learning Journals is created to track progress through the Early Years. Every Friday afternoon at pick-up, 
children’s learning journals will be available for parents to view. Parents will have the opportunity to ask 
their teachers any questions regarding these. For half-day students, their learning journals will be 
available at pick up.  

Please keep in mind we do not conduct any formal assessments in this year group. Parents will receive a 
verbal update at each parent meeting and a written Year End Report at the end of the year.   

Reception 

Learning Journals is created to track progress through the Early Years. Every Friday afternoon at pick-up, 
children’s learning journals will be available for parents to view. Parents will have the opportunity to ask 
their teachers any questions regarding these. For half-day students, their learning journals will be 
available at pick up.  

We use observational assessment throughout the year and gather evidence of findings in line with the 
Early Years Outcomes. Parents will receive a written progress update at the end of each term, which can 
be discussed at the termly Parent Meetings, and a Year End Report at the end of the year.  

 

 

 



How can you help your child at home? 
In school, we offer an environment that allows us to help your child develop their skills. However, there 
are ways in which you can support your child’s learning and development at home. Below are some ideas 
that you could implement on a regular basis in order to extend your child’s learning. 
 
Fine Motor Skills 
- giving them opportunities to experiment with playdough 
- allowing them to cut with scissors  
- encourage them to do up their own zips and buttons 
 
Reading and Writing 
- Read and share books regularly e.g. every night before bed 
- Give opportunities for children to use a pencil/pen for mark-making 
- Encourage correct pencil grip when children are handling pens/pencils 
- Nursery children can practise copying/writing their name at home 
 
Speaking and Listening 
- Talk about everything you are doing 
- Model language providing key words for your child to repeat 
- Increase vocabulary and identify sounds by playing games such as ‘I Spy’ 
- Talk about stories that you have read together 
- Retell familiar stories together 
- Give your child instructions of little jobs for your child to do 
 
Mathematics 
- Count things in everyday life e.g. houses you go past, cars, coins. 
- Allow children to help share out items so everybody has the same amount. 
- Problem-solving: how many apples do we need to buy so everyone has one? 
- Point out numerals you may see in everyday life e.g. plot numbers 
- Find shapes in the environment e.g. a plate is a circle 
 
Encouraging Independence 
In school, we try to encourage children to undertake simple independent tasks, such as taking on and off 
their coats, taking their shoes on and off, putting items away and using the toilet by themselves. We feel 
this is important to develop children’s self esteem and co-ordination skills. These tasks can be easily 
practiced at home. Remember to praise every attempt, no matter how small. 


